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which we care. A foolish shyness will
sometimes keep two sympathetic people
from ever talking freely together of their
real hopes and interests. We are terribly
afraid in England of what we call priggish-
ness. It is on the whole a wholesome
tendency, but it is the result of a lack of
flexibility of mind. What we ought to be
afraid of is not seriousness and earnestness,
but of solemnity and pomposity. We ought
to be ready to vary our mood swiftly, and
even to see the humorous side of sacred and
beautiful things. The oppressiveness of
people who hold a great many things sacred,
and cannot bear that they should be jested
about, is very great. There is nothing that
takes all naturalness out of intercourse more
quickly than the habit which some people
have of begging that a subject may not be
pursued " because it is one on which I feel
very deeply." That is the essence of prig-
gishness, to feel that our reasons are better,
our motives purer, than the reasons of other
people, and that we have the privilege of
setting a standard. Conscious superiority
is the note of the prig; and we have the
right to dread it.
But the Gospel again is full of precepts in